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bhealth in a prezosed revclu-
tinary government. - .
Saw Them Personally

Be said he personally saw
foreizn Comrunist advicers at
rest “stations on the, Ho Chi
Mizh Trail wren he traveled
south {rru Lzos n 1957.

Tan said he esizbliched a
guerrillz hospital in South Viet

Nem's Plaiu Proviace angd in
two vears saw “Jour or five

vas sponsored by Pram Kiet,

now vice minister. of publ)c pessi2llity and Ten
securn) in Harol, 2nd Nguyen ‘ed for interpreter -aining

Don, now vice minister of gygied Chinese for a vear in

Both b Province, but Picas
Sponsors  were  Viel, o- (jigage pamcxpzt‘cn in ap

Mirh generzis in the f”f—-5~o jepsive were screpped
ananc‘ the French, and Tan ,was 2l vy

patiore] delensze,

ser\ed as personzl assistznt to |
eech ccmmarcer from 1545 to,
1950.

IBmh Din

china war was consider
wes seleci-

and he
oned to move to Hano
for medical training.
i Tan married ansther soulh-;2 sviteble system of govern-
|ercer, Nzuven Thi Mirk, wha 'ment for a country.”

ed a:former POWs was formed in-

11655 ar.d 1956. It conlained abeut
+300 French, Algerian and Mor-
occan solciers, he said.

Tan attrituted his defection
to pgracual dicillusionmen;—
“No one rezson bu! a lo! ¢f
little rezsons over a long period
,of time. T just began to feel
iCommuzism was ouicated, nat

. He

fighting the French and Japanese
in 1945,

Tan, speaking at a government-
sponsored news conference said:

“Instead of according these PoWs

even a modicum of humane treat-
mant and of atiempting to sincerely
solve this problem in a.civilised
manner, North Vietnam considers
thesc PoWs as bargaining tools, as
commodities {o be used to help
achieve North Vietnam's political

both for strategic, intelligence and
for propaganda purposes.

North Vietnam blatantly violates
the international Geneva Conven-
tion of 1949 for the humane treat-

ment of PoWs by permitting other .

Communist Bloc countries, in- *

. cluding the Soviet Union, Communist

China, Cua and cthers. to exploit
the American PoWs,

Tan said Hanol will keep the L'S
prisoners because *they will be of

my forces in South Vietnam. He said
the Frenchmenwere former priso-
ners of war who should have been

* repatriated in 1954.

Under questioning, Tan estimat-
ed there were still 300 French
still held In captivity in th2 North,
H2 alleged he had scenthemworiing
on road and maintenance projectsin
North Vietnam as late as 1963,

] am concerned that the people
and the Government of the U-iled
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Irst in‘erview since his defec-
tion Sept 26, 19%. He Jaier o felt certain many American rud
L ! South Vietnamese PoWs would be
appdred ala press ecafererce. ‘ - released eventually, but not ncce
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